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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Cadies  and  Genteemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1942,  which 
is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

For  reasons  of  economy,  the  Report  now  submitted  is  less 
comprehensive  in  scope  than  others  in  the  same  series,  and  is 
confined  to  a  brief  record  of  the  work  performed  by  the  public 
health  services,  and  of  important  alterations,  improvements  and 
developments  of  these  services,  in  the  year  under  review. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  requested  that,  on  grounds  of 
national  security,  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  should  not 
contain  complete  tables  of  local  populations  or  quotations  from 
figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  which  may  enable  any 
substantial  series  of  local  populations  to  be  reconstructed.  It  is 
also  requested  that  no  reference  should  be  made  to  activities  in 
connection  with  wartime  industry,  military,  or  other  important 
developments,  such  as  extensions  of  water  supply  or  sewage  works. 
Due  attention  has  been  given  to  these  requests  in  the  preparation 
of  the  present  Report,  from  which  incidence  and  mortality  rates 
and  the  usual  extracts  from  vital  statistics  have  been  omitted. 

The  statistical  and  other  information  available  does  not 
indicate  that  the  third  complete  year  under  war-time  conditions 
has  produced  any  measurable  deterioration  in  the  general  standard 
of  health  of  the  civilian  population  of  the  Borough.  On  the 
contrary,  there  is  reliable  evidence  of  improvement  in  several 
directions.  For  example,  the  nutritional  state  of  local  and 
evacuated  children  examined  at  school  medical  inspections  and  of 
mothers  and  children  coming  under  the  supervision  of  the  maternity 
and  child  welfare  services  is  appreciably  better  than  any  previously 


observed.  The  incidence  and  mortality  rates  for  acute  infectious 
disease  and  for  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  organs  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  recent  years,  while 
the  death  rate  from  all  causes,  and  notably  from  cancer  and 
malignant  disease,  is  markedly  reduced.  A  sharp  and  substantial 
rise  in  the  birth  rate,  in  association  with  an  unusually  low  mortality 
from  puerperal  sepsis  and  other  maternal  causes,  is  also  of  favourable 
significance,  though  the  death  rate  for  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year  is  somewhat  higher  than  in  peace-time.  The  rise  or 
fall  of  the  other  rates  recorded  for  the  year  does  not  indicate  unusual 
or  excessive  morbidity  or  mortality  from  any  particular  cause, 
and  does  not  exceed  the  normal  fluctuation  to  which  these  rates 
are  subject. 

On  the  whole,  the  local  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those 
recorded  in  the  past  and  with  those  for  towns  comparable  in  size 
with  Reigate.  '  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  state  of 
the  public  health  cannot  be  assessed  solely  on  the  information 
yielded  by  vital  statistics,  which  take  little  account  of  sickness  or 
invalidity  that  is  not  officially  notifiable  or  is  not  usually  attended 
by  fatal  results.  Information  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
such  illness  is  obtained  by  the  staff  of  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare,  public  health  and  school  medical  services  in  the  course 
of  their  normal  activities,  which  take  them  to  the  majority  of 
working-class  homes  in  the  Borough.  It  is  gratifying  to  record 
that  the  information  thus  obtained  isxonsistent  with  that  derived 
from  official  sources,  and  does  not  reveal  the  existence  of  any 
avoidable  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  that  appear 
to  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  loyal  and  conscientious  service 
rendered  by  every  member  of  my  staff,  the  assistance  and  close 
co-operation  of  officials  engaged  in  other  departments  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  support  and  consideration  extended  to  me 
throughout  the  year  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Radies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Reigate. 

30th  September,  1943. 


SECTION  I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  .  .  .  .  . .  10,255  acres 

Population,  Census  1931  (enlarged  Borough)  .  .  34,547 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1942  according 

to  Rate  Books  .  .  .  .  .  .  *  .  .  10,495 

Rateable  Value  (1942)  ..  .  .  ..  £423,109 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  £1,725 


Chief  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  most  recent  official  information  concerning  the  numbers 
of  males  and  females  engaged  in  certain  occupations  is  contained 
in  the  Industry  Tables  compiled  from  the  returns  of  the  1931 
Census. 

Extracts  from  the  Industry  Tables  have  been  included  in 
recent  repqrts  and  are  not  now  reproduced,  as  the  changes  since 
the  Census  was  taken,  and  more  especially  since  the  outbreak  of 
war,  render  them  of  little  value  as  a  statement  of  the  occupations 
followed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 
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TABLE  I. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate  .  .  Males  278  Females  303 

Illegitimate  .  .  Males  40  Females  41 

Birth  Rate  : — 

Do.  1941 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1937  to  1941 


Total  581 
Total  81 

. .  13.6 

. .  12.9 


Still  Births 


Males  .  .  9 

Females 

9 

Total 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

•  •  •  • 

,  , 

26.4 

Do.  do. 

1941 

•  • 

•  • 

18.7 

Deaths  (nett)  : — 

Males  .  .  237 

Females 

259 

Total 

496 

Do.  1941 

Males  .  .  265 

Females 

309 

Total 

574 

Death  Rate  . . 

Do.  1941  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13.6 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1937  to  1941  .  .  .  .  12.6 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  . .  48.7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  ( live  and  still)  births 
Puerperal  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  Nil  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  1  1.47 

Total  ..1  1.47 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  ...  .  .  . .  45.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  36.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  .  111.1 

Deaths  from  : — 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  75 

Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  - 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  - 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  .  .  . .  4 


8 


Population. 


Estimates  of  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  the  non-civilian 
population  are  not  available,  and  the  various  rates  for  the  year 
are  calculated  on  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  civilian 
population  resident  in  the  Borough  at  mid-year  1942. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  represents  a  reduction  of 
roughly  2,000  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1941.  This  must  be 
entirely  attributable  to  migration,  as  the  natural  increase  in 
population,  or  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  for  the  year  was 
166,  which  is  very  much  greater  than  any  recently  observed.  It 
would  appear  that  the  Registrar-General  has  made  undue  allowance 
for  the  return  of  evacuees  to  their  own  homes,  as  his  estimate  is 
very  much  lower  than  the  figure  supplied  by  the  local  Registration 
Officer.  The  estimate  is,  therefore,  an  under-statement  of  the 
population,  and  the  various  rates  for  the  year,  which  are  calculated 
on  this  figure,  are  correspondingly  raised. 


Births. 

The  live  births  assigned  to  the  area  are  those  registered  during 
the  calendar  year,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  calculated  on  the  estimated 
civilian  population,  and  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  Borough 
since  1920.  Illegitimate  births  formed  12.2  per  cent,  of  the  total, 
as  compared  with  9.7  per  cent,  in  1941,  4.2  in  1940  and  an  annual 
average  of  4.9  for  the  five  years  1935  to  1939. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  accredited  to  Reigate  include  deaths 
of  civilians  temporarily  resident  in  the  Borough  on  account  of  the 
war,  and  represent  a  reduction  of  78  on  the  total  for  1941. 

The  crude  death  rate,  calculated  on  the  basis  of  this  assignment, 
is  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  past  three  years,  and  is  more  favourable 
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than  that  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate.  It  has  been 
customary  in  the  past  to  correct  the  crude  rate  by  the  application 
of  an  Areal  Comparability  Factor,  to  allow  for  the  adverse  influence 
of  unfavourable  age  and  sex  distribution  on  the  mortality  ex- 
pe  ienced  in  the  area.  The  application  of  this  factor  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  crude  death  rate  for  the  Borough  by  roughly 
one-fifth.  The  variety  and  magnitude  of  local  population  move¬ 
ments  and  the  uneven  incidence  of  civilian  war  deaths  have  together 
combined  to  frustrate  the  attempt  to  secure  comparability  between 
local  death  rates  by  the  use  of  Areal  Comparability  Factors.  The 
use  of  these  Factors  has,  in  consequence,  been  discontinued. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  various  causes  are  set  out 
in  Table  II,  and  do  not  indicate  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
from  any  particular  cause.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system,  often  occurring  as  a  terminal  degenerative  condition  in 
elderly  persons,  made  slightly  more  than  their  usual  contribution 
to  the  death  rate,  and  accounted  for  almost  one-half  of  the  total 
deaths  from  all  causes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mortality  attributed 
to  other  specified  causes,  and  more  particularly  to  acute  infectious 
ahments  and  cancer,  was  very  much  lower  than  the  average. 


Infant  Mortality. 

/ 

Thirty  infants  (21  males  and  9  females)  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  one  year.  In  18  instances  death  was  attributed  to 
prematurity,  congenital  debility  or  malformation,  in  6  to  acute 
respiratory  affections,  in  3  to  gastro-enteritis  and  in  3  to  accidental 
suffocation.  The  last  named  were  the  subject  of  a  Coroner’s 
Inquest.  Eighteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals  or  private 
nursing  homes  :  the  remainder  were  investigated  by  the  Health 
Visiting  Staff. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  45  per  thousand 
live  births,  as  compared  with  67  in  1941  and  an  average  rate  of 
39  for  the  ten  years  1931  to  1940.  The  upward  trend  of  the  infant 
mortality  rate  in  the  Borough  began  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
war  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  other  known  factor,  must  be 
attributed  to  the  influence  of  wartime  conditions. 
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TABLE  II. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate  during  1942. 


1 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

9 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .  . 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

Whooping  cough 

5 

Diphtheria  .  . 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

5 

11 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

1 

9 

Influenza 

.  . 

4 

4 

10 

Measles 

.  . 

•  • 

11 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

.  . 

•  . 

12 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

•  • 

•  • 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus .  . 

3 

3 

13a 

Cancer  of  uterus 

.  . 

5 

5 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

9 

3 

12 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

•  . 

7 

7 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

19 

29 

48 

17 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

17 

31 

48 

19 

Heart  disease 

70 

82 

152 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

11 

5 

16 

21 

Bronchitis  .  . 

10 

13 

23 

22 

Pneumonia  .  . 

12 

4 

16 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

1 

8 

25 

Diarrhoea,  (under  2  years) 

3 

1 

4 

26 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

8 

6 

14 

28 

Nephritis 

6 

4 

10 

29 

Puerperal  and  post- abortion  sepsis 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

•  . 

1 

1 

31 

Premature  birth 

4 

5 

9 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 
and  infantile  diseases 

7 

3 

10 

o  o 
oo 

Suicide 

,  . 

2 

2 

34 

E.oad  traffic  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

35 

Other  violent  causes  .  . 

7 

3 

10 

36 

All  other  causes 

28 

40 

68 

Totals 

237 

259 

496 
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SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for  the  AREA. 
Staff. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough 
Council  are  given  in  the  list  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report,  including  in  each  case  information  as  to  their  special 
diplomas  and  certificates  of  qualification. 

On  1st  January,  Mr.  W.  J.  H.  M.  Beattie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S., 
was  appointed  Borough  Obstetric  Consultant  in  succession  to 
Mr.  F.  Curtis,  F.R.C.S.,  who  relinquished  the  appointment  for 
health  reasons  after  nine  years  highly  satisfactory  service.  Mr. 
Beattie,  who  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Surrey  County 
Council,  is  Flonorary  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist  to  the  East 
Surrey  Hospital,  and  is  thus  able  to  exercise  clinical  supervision 
over  obstetrical  emergencies  admitted  to  that  Institution  under 
the  Borough  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  has  been  no  important  alteration  in  the  laboratory 
facilities  in  the  area,  except  that  fuller  use  has  been  made  of  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  established  at 
Horsham  by  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  assistance  of 
the  latter  has  been  sought  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  examination 
of  specimens  from  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Under  an  agreement  made  with  the  Borough  Council  and  at 
the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  staff  of  the  Reigate 
and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  undertake  the  home 
nursing  of  selected  cases  of  pneumonia  and  of  certain  acute 
infectious  ailments  in  young  children.  Assistance  is  limited  to 
patients  who  are  unfit  for  removal  to  hospital  and  who  are  unable 
to  make  private  arrangements  for  nursing  attention. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  illness 
and  accident  has  been  described  in  previous  reports,  and  is  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  district. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  most  important  extensions  of  clinic  services  during  the 
year  were  the  opening  of  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at  Merstham, 
and  the  holding  of  additional  clinic  sessions,  as  and  when  required, 
for  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

Hospitsls  :  Pul  lie  and  Voluntary. 

The  Borough  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  admission 
of  patients  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and  to  the 
East  Surrey  Hospital.  Persons  suffering  from  certain  infectious 
diseases  are  admitted  to  the  former,  and  abnormal  or  complicated 
maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  latter  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Borough  Obstetric  Consultant.  There  is  no  development 
or  change  to  record  in  the  services  provided  by  these  hospitals 
during  the  year. 

Maternity  Services. 

The  Maternity  Services  in  the  area  are,  in  all  respects,  similar 
to  those  described  in  previous  reports. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

The  only  extensions  of  the  arrangements  made  under  this 
heading  were  the  reservation  of  accommodation  in  maternity  homes 
and  hospitals  for  evacuated  expectant  mothers,  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  hostels  for  the  reception  of  mothers  and  children  who, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  were  unacceptable  in  private  billets. 

Health  Visitors. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  it  was  possible  to  maintain 
the  health  visiting  staff  at  its  full  complement  with  suitably  qualified 
and  trained  Health  Visitors. 

Child  Life  Protection 

Since  1st  April,  1941,  the  supervision  of  foster  children  in  the 
area  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 
This  arrangement  has  operated  very  satisfactorily,  and  has  tended 
to  secure  uniformity  of  standard  in  premises  approved  as  foster 
homes.  This  branch  of  the  work  has  become  increasingly  arduous 
and  difficult,  because  of  the  very  limited  number  of  suitable  persons 
who  are  able  and  willing  to  act  as  foster  parents,  and  the  acceptance, 
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as  a  war-time  expedient,  of  standards  much  lower  than  the  minimum 
required  under  normal  conditions.  The  one  or  two  large  homes 
at  which  a  number  of  foster  children  are  received  have  not  tended 
to  reduce  the  difficulties  in  these  respects,  and  require  constant 
supervision,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the  number  and 
qualifications  of  the  staff  employed. 

Dental  Treatment. 

There  has  been  no  important  development  or  change  in  the 
services  provided  under  this  heading,  except  that  a  system  of 
routine  dental  inspection  and  treatment  has  been  introduced  for 
children  admitted  to  the  Council's  War-time  Nurseries. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Minor  orthopaedic  and  postural  defects  in  children  under 
school  age  are  treated  at  the  Infant  Welfare  and  Remedial  Exercises 
Clinics.  Cases  of  more  serious  crippling  or  deformity  are  referred 
to  private  practitioners  or  to  special  hospitals,  the  Borough  Council 
contributing  to  the  cost  of  hospital  treatment  in  necessitous  cases. 


SECTION  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey 
Water  Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the 
chalk  and  is  softened,  chlorinated,  and  de-chlorinated  before 
distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year, 
the  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  being 
about  30  gallons.  The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  at  regular  intervals, 
was  invariably  reported  to  be  excellent,  and  of  a  high  degree  of 
organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

Alternative  sources  of  water  supply  were  investigated,  and 
arrangements  made  for  their  purification  and  use  in  the  event  of 
extensive  damage  to  the  public  mains.  On  grounds  of  national 
security  it  is  not  permissible  to  make  reference  to  other  activities 
in  connection  with  extensions  of  public  water  supplies. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage  :  Rivers  and  Streams  :  Closet  Accom¬ 
modation  :  Public  Cleansing. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  importance  to  report  under  any 
of  these  headings. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited, 
the  defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result  of 
action  taken  in  regard  to  these  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Shops. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  were 
continued  during  the  year,  but  on  a  reduced  scale  owing  to  war 
conditions. 


Camping  Sites. 

Two  licences  were  issued  by  the  Tocal  Authority  under  Section 
269,  Sub-section  (1)  (ii)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  was  received. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  only  swimming  baths  open  to  the  public  were  the  two 
covered  baths  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Continuous  filtration 
and  chlorination  of  the  water  in  both  baths  was  satisfactorily 
carried  out  throughout  the  season. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  was  carried  out  by 
the  Disinfecting  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Particulars  of  Council  and  other  houses  found  to  be 
infested  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  a  later  section 
of  this  report. 
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SECTION  IV. 

HOUSING. 

The  statistical  particulars  relating  to  housing  in  the  area  are 
set  out  below. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  was  suspended  at  the  outbreak  of  war, 
due  partly  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  labour  and  material  for  housing 
repairs,  but  mainly  owing  to  the  staff  being  engaged  on  more 
urgent  work  in  connection  with  civil  defence,  billeting,  etc. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  was  151.  These 
were  inspected  following  complaints  by  the  tenants,  and  the 
notices  which  were  served  informally  on  the  owners  in  respect  of 
the  77  houses  which  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  dealt  only  with  the  more  pressing  items 
of  repair  which  it  was  essential  should  be  carried  out. 

Under  Section  62  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  two  certificates, 
with  information  relating  to  49  houses,  were  supplied  on  the 
application  of  an  owner  for  the  number  of  persons  constituting  the 
“  permitted  number.” 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (a)  151 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  (b)  330 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  .  .  . .  .  .  (a)  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ( b )  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  77 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

„  or  their  officers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  64 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders.  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV..  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  7 

,  ( ii )  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  7 

(Hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  52 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  55 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  again  became  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  local  authority  had  taken  steps  for 

the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  .  .  . .  1 
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SECTION  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers, 
dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  and  of  alterations  made 
in  the  Registers  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  is  produced  at  two  farms  in  the  Borough 
and  Accredited  milk  at  nine.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  at 
these  farms  at  frequent  intervals  by  officers  of  the  County  Council 
and,  with  four  exceptions,  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  reported 
the  action  taken  by  them  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938 
in  relation  to  4  cows  in  the  Borough. 

The  procedure  followed  in  the  sampling  of  milk  is  in  all  respects 
similar  to  that  described  in  previous  reports.  One  hundred  and 
seven  samples  (including  eighteen  of  Pasteurised  milk)  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  with  the  results  set  out  in 
Table  III. 


TABLE  III. 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 
1.  Methyeene  Beue  Reduction  Test,  etc. 


(a)  Untreated  Milk. 


No.  of 
Samples. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Coliform  Test. 

Within 
ited  Stf 

Accred- 

mdard. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

8J 

63 

26 

64 

25 

63 

70.78 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Below  100,000 
bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

More  than  100,000 
bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

Phosphatase  Test 

i 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

B .  Coli  T 

B.Coli  — 

B .  Coli  T 

B.  Coli  — 

18 

3 

11 

4 

— 

16 

2 

2.  Bioeogicae  Examination. 


No.  of 
Samples . 

Tubercle  Bacilli  -f- 

%  Tubercle  Bacilli  + 

84 

Nil 

0.00 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938. 

licences,  as  under,  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were  granted 
to  4  retailers  in  the  area  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested 
Tuberculin  Tested — bottling  licence 
Pasteuriser’s  licence 
Pasteurised  (Supplementary) 


4 

1 

1 

1 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  is  described  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  also  includes  an  account  of  unsound  food  destroyed,  and 
particulars  of  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

Adulteration,  Etc. 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  the  Artificial  Cream 
Act,  1929,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and 
1927,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations. 
1923  and  1927. 

All  articles  submitted  to  the  Analyst  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1939,  but  no 
infringement  of  the  Regulations  was  reported. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is 
described  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council’s  Analyst 
Mr.  B.  Hinks,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  and  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  Fimited. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  other  kinds  of  food  was  not  called 
for  during  the  year. 

Shell-fish  (Moiluscan) . 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district.  The 
shell-fish  on  sale  locally  are  obtained  from  the  Fondon  Markets, 
so  that  no  information  is  available  as  to  the  layings  from  which 
the  shell-fish  are  derived. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Shell-fish) 
Regulations,  1934,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Cleansing  of 
Shell-fish)  Act,  1932. 
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SECTION  VI. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  isolation  in  hospital  of  the 

infectious  sick  have  not  been  altered  and  are  fully  described  in 

/ 

recent  reports. 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
measles,  chicken-pox  and  other  infections  recommended  for 
admission  to  hospital  during  the  year,  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  operate  the  scheme  for  mutual  assistance  already  agreed  with 
neighbouring  isolation  hospital  authorities. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person  is 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  is  fully  described  in  previous 
reports. 

The  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts 
is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in 
the  joint  Memorandum  issued  in  1927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Board  of  Education,  and  amended  in  August,  1942. 

Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the  a?ea  during  the 
fifty- two  weeks  ended  2nd  January,  1943,  classified  according  to 
the  age  of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed 
to  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease.  The  prevalence 
of  the  various  diseases  is  reviewed  below. 


Small-pox. 

No  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  did  not  perform  any  primary 
vaccination  or  re-vaccination  under  the  Public  Health  (Small¬ 
pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


20 


''T 

a 


P 

<1 

P 

> 

p 

w 


P 

O 

P 


P 

P 

A 

A 

p 


p 


p 

o 

£ 


03 

hH 

t/3 

o 

p 

p 

u 

•  p 

-  s 

w  2 

l-t  H 

m  a, 

2  < 
H  w 

H 

P 

P 

w 

p 

o 


p 

t/3 

< 

p 

t/3 
i— ( 

P 


C/3 

P 

o 

h-( 

P 

o 

p 

p 

p 

►H 


P 

O 

C/3 

P 

C/3 

<3 

o 


Total 

Deaths. 

II  I  CO  I  1  1  1  1  1  1 

rH 

CO 

pH 

Total  cases 

removed 

i 

to  hospital 

55 

!> 

CO 

rH 

co 

rH 

rH 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

] 

LU 

Totals 

i 

60 

05 

20 

GO 

04 

co 

CO 

CO 

36 

316 

00 

508 

65 

and 

over 

1 

1 

1 

05 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

10 

45 

to 

65 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CD 

16 

35 

to 

lO 

04 

pH 

CO 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

04 

rH 

rH 

20 

to 

35  ! 

rH 

rH 

rH 

co 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

l> 

1 

30 

tn 

"d 

0 

■n 

0) 

‘O  o 

p-H  4-> 

20 

CD 

04 

CO 

04 

I 

l 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

rH 

1 

24 

0) 

tuo 

<1 

o  0 

H  4-» 

lO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

1 

04 

1 

l 

rH 

rH 

CO 

25 

i 

00 

.3 

<u 

cp| 

•^H 

5 

to 

o 

rH 

31 

rH 

1 

1 

rH 

04 

1 

15 

I 

140 

1 

197 

O 

C 

M 

<u 

<n 

cd 

U 

4 

to 

io 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

lO 

34 

l 

42 

3 

to 

rH 

i 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T* 

i 

34 

1 

40 

2 

to 

CO 

rH 

1 

1 

co 

1  ' 

l 

1 

1 

uo 

23 

1 

04 

CO 

_H  O 

04 

rH 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

l 

1 

rH 

04 

1 

34 

1 

39 

Under 

1 

year 

rH 

rH 

1 

rH 

04 

rH 

1 

pH 

04 

CO 

1 

15 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

m 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia  Neon¬ 
atorum 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

Acute  polio-myeliti 

Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Totals  . 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


* 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  appreciably  below  the 
annual  average  for  the  past  10  years.  Sixty  cases  were  notified, 
of  which  55  were  admitted  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  latter  included  14  cases  transferred  from  general  hospitals 
and  other  public  institutions. 

Thirty-five  cases  occurred  amongst  children  attending  elementary 
schools,  mainly  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  schools  in  the 
Redhill  area  were  chiefly  affected.  The  remaining  cases  were 
sporadic  in  distribution  and  did  not  appear  to  originate  from  a 
common  source. 

The  most  important  epidemiological  features  of  the  disease 
wrere  :  (a)  the  mildness  of  the  prevailing  type  of  infection,  many 
cases  being  unrecognised  until  convalescence  was  well  advanced  ; 
(b)  the  frequency  with  which  two  or  more  members  of  the  same 
household  were  affected  ;  and  (c)  the  unduly  high  proportion  of 
return  cases,  i.e.  those  in  which  infection  appeared  to  be  contracted 
from  patients  recently  discharged  from  the  isolation  hospital. 


Diphtheria. 

There  were  9  notifications  of  diphtheria,  including  one  relating 
to  a  patient  who  was  subsequently  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  acute 
tonsillitis  of  non-diphtheritic  origin.  All  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital,  with  the  exception  of  two  of  aural 
and  nasal  discharge,  which  were  satisfactorily  isolated  and  treated 
at  home. 

The  other  admissions  to  hospital  on  account  of  diphtheria 
included  two  nasal  carriers,  five  aural  carriers  (from  two  house¬ 
holds)  and  six  suspected  cases  of  the  disease.  Most  of  the  carriers 
were  discovered  in  the  course  of  routine  examination  of  contacts, 
while  the  suspected  cases  were  mainly  transfers  from  general 
hospitals  and  residential  institutions  in  the  Borough. 

The  notified  cases  represent  a  low  incidence  of  diphtheria, 
even  without  due  allowance  for  the  inclusion  of  non-clinical  cases. 
The  seasonal,  geographical  and  age  group  distribution  do  not  call 
for  special  comment.  For  the  first  time  for  several  years,  no 
mortality  was  attributed  to  diphtheria. 
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Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum 
have  not  been  altered  and  are  fully  described  in  previous  reports. 
One  request  for  serum  was  received  during  the  year,  the  total 
quantity  supplied  being  4,000  units. 


Schick  Testing  and  Artificial  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Clinics  during  the  year 
is  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  persons  Schick  tested 

Number  giving  positive  reaction 

Percentage  giving  positive  reaction 

.  .  23  (2) 

..  12(1) 

.  .  52.0% 

Number  of  persons  re-tested 

Number  giving  negative  reaction 

Percentage  giving  negative  reaction 

.  .  163  (63) 

.  .  143  (62) 

.  .  90.7% 

Number  of  persons  completely  immunised 

Pre-school  children 

School  children 

Others 

.  .  458  (9) 

.  .  506  (101) 

.  .  58  (3) 

Total 

..  1022(113) 

Number  of  persons  partially  immunised  : — 

Pre-school  children 

School  children 

Others 

..  148 
.  .  247  (47) 

.  .  57  (10) 

Total 

.  .  452  (57) 

Total  number  of  inoculations  given 

3,810  (401) 

Prophylactic  used — Toxoid  Anti-toxin  Floccules. 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  additional  and  relate  to  evacuated 
children) . 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


There  were  20  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  of  which 
12  related  to  women  normally  resident  in  other  districts.  The 
latter  were  either  confined  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  or  were 
subsequently  admitted  to  that  institution  for  the  purpose  of 
treatment. 

Of  the  8  Borough  cases,  4  were  treated  in  hospital  and  3  in 
private  nursing  homes.  The  remaining  case  was  successfully  dealt 
with  in  her  own  home  and  was  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitor, 
who  reported  that  trained  nursing  assistance  and  all  necessary 
facilities  for  treatment  were  available.  Four  of  the  cases  were 
examined  by  the  Borough  Obstetric  Consultant,  at  the  request  of 
the  medical  practitioners  in  attendance. 


Pneumonia. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  of  pneumonia  represents  an 
incidence  rate  approximating  to  the  average.  The  seasonal  and 
age-group  distribution  were  somewhat  unusual,  in  that  prevalence 

was  not  chiefly  confined  to  the  winter  months  or  to  persons  at  the 

/ 

extremes  of  life.  Eighteen  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals  or  in 
private  nursing  homes,  and  30  in  their  own  homes.  Most  of  the 
latter  were  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitors,  with  a  view  to  the 
provision  of  skilled  nursing  assistance,  where  this  appeared  to  be 
necessary. 

Sixteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  pneumonia.  Calculated  on 
the  number  of  notifications,  this  is  equivalent  to  a  case  rate  of 
more  than  30  per  cent.,  which  is  very  much  higher  than  might  be 
expected,  having  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  modern  methods  of 
treatment.  The  inference  is  that  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
were  not  officially  notified. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  infants  were  notified  as  suffering  from  purulent  discharge 
from  the  eyes  within  21  days  of  birth.  One  was  an  out-borough 
case  treated  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  and  the  other  a  local 
case  treated  privately,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitor. 
Both  cases  recovered  without  permanent  injury  to  the  eyes  or 
impairment  of  vision. 
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Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 


Two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  or  meningococcal  meningitis, 
were  notified  from  the  East  Surrey  Hospital  and  one  from  the 
Redhill  County  Hospital,  where  they  remained  under  treatment. 
All  recovered  satisfactorily.  The  usual  precautions  were  advised 
with  regard  to  immediate  contacts,  none  of  whom  contracted  the 
disease. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

The  three  notifications  of  this  disease  received  during  the  year 
related  to  children  attending  elementary  schools.  The  geographical 
distribution  and  date  of  initial  symptoms  in  these  cases  did  not 
suggest  infection  from  the  same  source  nor  from  each  other.  All 
were  satisfactorily  isolated  and  treated  in  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital. 


Dysentery. 

Three  patients  admitted  to  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  in 
August  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  bacillary  dysentery  of 
Sonne  type.  All  were  transferred  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital 
and  recovered  satisfactorily. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  prevalence  of  this  disease  was  unusually  low,  only  36 
cases  being  reported.  Unusual  features  were  :  (a)  the  very  low 
incidence  amongst  children  attending  elementary  schools,  and 
( b )  the  absence  of  marked  seasonal  preference.  The  admissions  to 
hospital  were  from  hostels  and  similar  residential  institutions. 
No  mortality  was  attributed  to  whooping  cough. 


Measles. 

The  prevalence  of  measles  was  practically  confined  to  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year  and  represented  the  continuation 
of  an  outbreak  which  began  in  the  previous  November.  The 


disease  affected  the  usual  age  groups  and  appeared  to  be  mild  in 
type,  no  mortality  from  measles  being  reported.  Seven  cases, 
mainly  from  residential  institutions,  were  admitted  to  the  Reigate 
Joint  Hospital,  together  with  8  non-notified  cases  admitted  for 
observation.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-three  of  the  remaining 
cases  were  investigated  by  the  health  visiting  staff,  who  gave 
advice  with  regard  to  isolation  and  the  precautions  to  be  observed 
to  prevent  spread  of  infection. 

Prophylactic  serum  was  not  extensively  used  for  the  prevention 
or  attenuation  of  measles,  and  was  supplied  to  only  two  medical 
practitioners  for  the  partial  immunisation  of  susceptible  contacts. 


Erysipelas. 

Three  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  from  general  hospitals 
and  other  institutions,  and  5  from  private  dwellings.  No  mortality 
from  this  cause  was  reported. 


Tuberculosis. 

Thirty-one  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  fourteen 
of  tuberculosis  of  other  organs  were  reported  during  the  year. 
Thirty-two  were  cases  notified  for  the  first  time,  eight  were  reported 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  on  transference  from  other  districts 
in  which  they  had  already  been  notified,  and  five  became  known 
through  the  Returns  of  the  Registrar-General. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set 
out  in  Table  V,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area 
from  this  disease  during  the  same  period. 
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Totals 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
organs  represents  a  rate  of  incidence  only  very  slightly  above  the 
annual  average  in  the  Borough  for  the  preceding  10  years.  This  is 
more  favourable  than  might  at  first  appear,  as  old-standing  cases 
temporarily  resident  in  the  Borough  because  of  the  war  are  included 
as  new  cases  in  local  returns.  The  increase  in  prevalence  of  respir¬ 
atory  tuberculosis,  which  has  been  reported  from  many  parts  of 
the  country,  has  not,  as  yet,  been  reflected  in  local  statistics, 
neither  has  there  been  any  appreciable  increase  in  the  mortality 
rate  for  this  form  of  the  disease. 

Non-respiratory  tuberculosis,  on  the  other  hand,  has  exhibited 
very  little  decline  in  either  incidence  or  mortality  over  a  very 
long  period.  This  form  of  the  disease  is,  on  the  whole,  more 
amenable  to  treatment  and  more  readily  prevented  than  lung 
infections.  The  preventive  measures  at  present  adopted  are,  to 
a  great  extent,  nullified  in  their  effect  by  failure  to  eliminate  one 
known  source  of  infection,  namely,  untreated  milk.  Proposed 
legislation  designed  to  ensure  compulsory  and  efficient  pasteurisation 
of  milk  supplies  will  undoubtedly  reduce  the  prevalence  of  non- 
respiratory  infections  which  are,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases, 
derived  from  bovine  sources. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  Register  the  names 
of  165  persons,  of  whom  104  (48  males,  56  females),  were  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  61  (34  males,  27  females),  from 
tuberculosis  of  other  organs. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis)  . 

The  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  which  was 
formed  in  1935  to  work  in  association  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Redhill,  operated  very  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  On  many  occasions  the  Committee  was  able  to  provide 
assistance,  other  than  medical  treatment,  for  tuberculous  persons 
and  their  families,  and  to  secure  suitable  employment  for  patients 
discharged  from  sanatoria. 
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Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


Chicken-pox. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  of  chicken-pox  were  reported, 
mainly  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  and  from  schools  in  the 
Redhill  area.  Twenty-one  cases  from  hostels  and  children's 
homes  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Two  outbreaks  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  investigated 
during  the  year. 

One  outbreak  occurred  at  a  wedding  reception  attended  by 
some  50  guests,  of  whom  20  were  almost^simultaneously  affected 
by  symptoms  of  acute  gastro-enteritis.  Sixteen  cases  were  so 
severe  as  to  require  treatment  in  hospital.  The  onset  of  symptoms 
in  each  case  was  within  two  hours  of  the  ingestion  of  food,  which 
had  been  supplied  by  local  caterers.  Specimens  of  suspected 
articles  of  food,  and  of  vomited  and  faecal  material  from  persons 
affected,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  to  the  Medical 
Research  Council's  laboratory.  It  was  later  reported  that  the 
specimens  were  free  from  chemical  poisons  and  organisms  of  the 
food  poisoning  group,  though  two  articles  (trifle  and  synthetic 
cream)  were  found  to  have  an  abnormally  high  bacterial  content, 
to  which  the  symptoms  complained  of  were,  in  all  probability,  due. 
Enquiry  was  accordingly  made  into  the  method  of  preparation 
of  the  suspected  articles,  the  general  hygienic  conditions  at  the 
caterers'  premises  and  the  medical  history  of  the  staff  employed. 
Instruction  was  given  with  regard  to  possible  sources  of  infection 
discovered  in  the  course  of  these  enquiries. 

The  other  outbreak  was  confined  to  two  persons  who  were  admitted 
to  hospital  with  symptoms  of  poisoning  shortly  after  the  ingestion 
of  meat  and  fish  patties  at  the  snack  bar  of  a  local  public  house. 
The  examination  of  specimens  failed  to  confirm  a  suspicion  of 
infection  with  food  poisoning  organisms. 

Scabies. 

There  was  some  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  scabies,  of  which 
a  total  of  474  definite  and  suspected  cases  were  treated  by  the 
Council’s  staff  during  the  year.  Of  these,  362  (including  37  amongst 
evacuees)  were  dealt  with  at  the  Health  Centre,  and  the  remainder, 
which  included  46  cases  from  local  military  units,  at  the  Dis- 
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infecting  Station.  The  suspected  cases  comprised  a  considerable 
number  of  home  contacts,  who  did  not  present  any  recognisable 
symptoms  of  scabies,  but  were  nevertheless  required  to  undergo 
cleansing  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

The  modern  treatment  by  benzyl  benzoate  was  adopted  in 
every  case  and  proved  to  be  highly  efficacious,  the  majority  of 
cases  being  pronounced  free  from  infection  within  24  hours  of  the 
institution  of  treatment.  No  instance  of  recurrence  after  treatment 
was  reported,  and  very  few  of  skin  reaction  due  to  the  application 
of  benzyl  benzoate.  On  three  occasions  only  was  it  necessary 
to  exercise  the  emergency  powers  conferred  by  the  Scabies  Order, 
1941,  to  secure  the  examination  and  treatment  of  infected  persons. 

The  lack  of  bathing  facilities  at  the  Health  Centre  gave  rise 
to  some  difficulty  when  more  than  three  persons  had  to  be  treated 
at  the  same  session.  With  the  concurrence  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  arrangements  were  made  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  for  all  cases  of  scabies  to  be  treated  at  the  Public 
Baths  in  Redhill,  where  two  bath  cubicles  and  a  W.C.  compartment 
were  partitioned  off  and  reserved  for  that  purpose.  At  the  same 
time,  members  of  local  detachments  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
were  given  instruction  in  the  benzyl  benzoate  method  of  treatment, 
and  thereafter  undertook  the  cleansing  of  cases  of  scabies,  which 
would  normally  have  been  dealt  with  at  the  Health  Centre,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor.  These 
arrangements  are  operating  very  satisfactorily. 

Other  Diseases. 

The  other  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  reported  included 
mumps  (26  cases),  impetigo  (19  cases)  and  german  measles  (13 
cases) .  Several  cases  of  jaundice,  which  was  thought  to  be  infective 
in  origin,  were  reported  during  the  year,  but  full  particulars  of 
these  are  not  available. 

Disinfection. 

There  are  facilities  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  the  cleansing 
of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  No  case  of  this  nature 
was  referred  to  the  Station  during  the  year,  but  several  were 
satisfactorily  cleansed  at  the  Health  Centre.  Most  of  these  were  of 
heavy  infestation  by  head  lice  and  their  ova,  for  which  the  use  of 
Tethane  Oil  was  found  to  be  highly  efficacious,  more  especially 
in  the  cleansing  of  members  of  the  Women's  Services. 
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Bacteriological  Work. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  for  medical 
practitioners  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  is  carried  out 
by  the  Pathologist  at  the  East  Surrey  Hospital.  Specimens  may 
also  be  sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  London. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  with 
the  results  indicated  : — 

A.  Swabs  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 


(a)  Diphtheria  bacillus  : — 


M  Swabs  from  throat  rOSitfveSNegative 

Total 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria 

8 

115 

123 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria 

— 

29 

29 

From  convalescent  cases  of  diphtheria 

4 

5 

9 

(ii)  Swabs  from  nose  : — 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria 

2 

28 

30 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria 

— 

22 

22 

From  convalescent  cases  of  diphtheria 

— 

2 

2 

(Hi)  Swabs  from  ear  : — 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria 

3 

6 

9 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria 

3 

1 

4 

( b )  Other  Pathogenic  Organisms  : — 

(i)  Swabs  from  throat 

34 

117 

151 

(ii)  Swabs  from  nose 

6 

4 

10 

(in)  Swab  from  cervix  uteri 

— 

1 

1 

(iv)  Swab  from  vagina 

— 

1 

1 

Sputum  examined  for  the  presence  of  : — 

The  Tubercle  Bacillus  : — 

(i)  From  suspected  cases 

3 

14 

17 

Beood  Examined  for  : — 

(a)  Widal  Reaction 

1 

3 

4 

(b)  Enteric  Organisms 

1 

3 

4 

Faeces  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  B.  Dysenteriae  (Sonne) 

— 

8 

8 

(b)  B.  Paratyphosus  B. 

2 

2 

4 

Urine  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

B.  Paratyphosus  B. 

1 

1 

2 

SECTION  VII. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  services  provided  under  the  Council’s  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme  are,  in  most  respects,  similar  to  those 
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described  in  previous  reports. 

The  issue  of  clothing  coupons  to  expectant  mothers,  and  of 
certificates  in  appropriate  cases  for  priority  supplies  of  milk  and 
other  rationed  commodities,  imposed  an  additional  burden  on  the 
Public  Health  Department.  On  the  other  hand,  the  supply  of 
milk  and  vitamin  concentrates  through  the  local  Food  Office  to 
women  and  children  in  the  priority  groups  relieved  the  department 
of  most  of  the  work  formerly  undertaken  in  this  connection,  making 
it  necessary  only  to  provide  food  adjuncts  and  modified  milk 
preparations  for  infants  not  making  satisfactory  progress  on  the 
National  products. 

There  were  two  noteworthy  developments  of  the  Council’s 
arrangements  for  the  care  and  supervision  of  young  children. 
These  were  the  opening  of  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in  Merstham 
and  a  War-time  Nursery  in  Redhill.  The  Welfare  Clinic  was 
established  at  the  beginning  of  March  in  the  Merstham  Church 
Rooms,  which,  though  not  ideally  situated  or  arranged  for  clinic 
purposes,  were  considered  to  be  the  best  of  the  available  premises 
inspected.  The  numbers  of  children  attending,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  of  those  who  had  not  previously  taken  advantage  of  the 
clinic  facilities  provided  elsewhere,  would  appear  to  justify  further 
extension  of  maternity  and  child  welfare  services  in  the  Merstham 
district. 

The  War-time  Nursery,  to  which  fuller  reference  is  made  later, 
was  opened  towards  the  end  of  November.  The  physical  standard 
of  several  of  the  children  admitted  was  considerably  lower  than 
that  of  the  pre-school  population  in  general,  probably  because 
of  the  circumstances  which  rendered  the  children  eligible  for 
admission.  The  skilled  care,  ordered  routine  and  scientific  feeding 
at  the  Nursery  have  produced  very  marked  improvement  in  the 
physical  condition  of  the  children,  while  the  influence  of  nursery 
life  on  character  training  and  healthy  mental  development  has 
been  no  less  striking.  The  value  of  provision  of  this  nature  has 
now  been  so  clearly  demonstrated  as  to  dispel  any  doubt  that 
nursery  facilities  for  carefully  selected  cases  must  form  an  essential 
feature  of  any  future  scheme  for  the  welfare  of  young  children. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  during  the  year  are 
briefly  summarised  in  the  tables  that  follow.  The  figures  in 
brackets  are  additional  and  relate  to  persons  temporarily  resident 
in  the  Borough  on  account  of  the  war.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the 
much  greater  use  made  of  the  services  of  the  Borough  Obstetric 
Consultant,  and  to  the  increase,  amounting  to  roughly  one  thousand, 
in  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
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table  VI. 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  and  Post- 
Natal  Clinics  during  the  Year  1942. 


Health 
Centre.  | 

South 

Park. 

Total. 

Ante-Natal. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

46 

$ 

13 

59 

Number  of  Attendances  : — 

(a)  Primary 

119  (7) 

20 

139  (7) 

(b)  Subsequent 

239  (3) 

49 

288  (3) 

Average  attendance  per  session  .  . 

8.0 

5.3 

7.4 

Individual  patients  attending 

138  (7) 

26  (1) 

164  (8) 

Post-Natal. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

12 

7 

19 

Number  of  Attendances  : — 

(a)  Primary 

8 

7 

15 

(. b )  Subsequent 

7 

2 

9 

Individual  patients  attending 

9 

7 

16 

Birth  Control. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

12 

1 

13 

Total  attendances  : — 

(a)  Primary 

11 

1 

12 

(b)  Subsequent 

16 

1 

17 

Individual  patients  attending 

17 

2 

19 

Number  of  patients  not  eligible  for 
assistance 

— 

1 

1 

Domiciliary  Supervision. 

Expectant  mothers  were  supervised  in  their  homes  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  who  made  a  total  of  601  visits  to  272  expectant 
mothers,  including  483  visits  to  174  patients  not  in  attendance  at 
the  Council's  Ante-natal  Clinics.  Most  of  the  latter  came  to 
notice  through  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Redhill 
County  Hospital.  The  total  number  of  expectant  mothers  coming 
under  the  supervision  of  the  staff  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department  during  the  year  was,  therefore,  346,  which  represents 
more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  (i.e.  live  and  still)  births 
accredited  to  the  area,  excluding  those  to  women  normally  resident 
elsewhere. 


33 


Obstetric  Consultant. 


Ten  cases  of  obstetrical  emergency  and  four  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
occurring  in  private  practice  were  examined  by  the  Borough 
Obstetric  Consultant  at  the  request  of  the  medical  practitioners 
in  attendance. 

Three  were  admitted  to  the  East  Surrey  Hospital  under  the 
Borough  Cdiincil’s  scheme,  6  were  treated  in  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital,  2  in  private  nursing  homes  and  3  in  their  own  homes. 
All  recovered  satisfactorily  with  the  exception  of  two,  one  of  whom 
died  from  acute  toxaemia  and  the  other  from  inter-current  disease. 
The  death  of  the  latter  was  not  registered  during  the  calendar 
year. 

Midwifery  and  Nursing  Provision. 

The  Borough  Council  paid  the  agreed  contribution  to  the 
Reigate  and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  64 
midwifery  cases  and  117  maternity  nursing  cases.  The  staff  of 
this  Association  did  not  undertake  the  nursing  of  any  cases  of 
infectious  disease  under  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Council. 

Hospital  and  Nursing  Home  Provision. 

The  Borough  Council  contributed  to  the  cost  of  maintenance 
and  treatment  of  four  patients,  who  were  admitted  to  the  East 
Surrey  Hospital  on  account  of  abnormality  or  complication  arising 
during  pregnancy,  labour  or  the  puerperium.  The  results  in  all 
cases  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  6  other  cases  of  obstetrical  abnormality  were 
admitted  to  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  on  the  advice  of  the 
Borough  Obstetric  Consultant. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  only  maternal  death  accredited  to  the  area  was  of  a  young 
woman  who  was  confined  in  a  private  nursing  home  and  developed 
acute  toxaemia  after  a  normal  delivery.  This  represents  a 
maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.47  per  thousand  total  (i.e.  live  and 
still)  births,  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  same  period  being  2.01. 
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Births. 


Particulars  of  live  births  recorded  in  the  area  during  the  year 
are  as  follows  : — 


Borough 

Non- 

residents. 

residents. 

Total 

Notified  by  doctors 

340 

237 

577 

Notified  by  midwives 

292 

545 

837 

Notified  by  Registrar 

26 

14 

40 

Total  .  . 

658 

796 

1454 

One  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fourteen  births,  or  97.2% 
of  the  total,  were  officially  notified,  the  remainder  being  reported 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the  local  Registrar. 

The  nett  live  births  accredited  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  662,  of  which  581  were  legitimate  and  81  illegitimate. 


Still-births, 

Still-births  in  the  area  during  the  year  were  notified  as  follows — 


Borough 

Non¬ 

residents. 

residents. 

Total. 

Notified  by  doctors 

14 

20 

34 

Notified  by  midwives 

5 

18 

23 

Notified  by  Registrar 

•  ♦ 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

19 

39 

58 

The  nett  still-births  assigned  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  18,  of  which  9  were  of  males  and  9  of  females.  This  is 
equivalent  to  a  rate  of  26.4  per  1,000  total  births. 
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table  vii. 


Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

during  the  Year  1942. 


Health 

South 

Centre. 

Park. 

Merstham. 

Total. 

Number  of  Sessions  held 
Average  attendance  per 

99 

86 

i 

36 

1 

! 

221 

Session 

Number  of  children  who 

37 

34 

I 

21 

33 

attended  during  the  year 
and  who,  at  the  end  of  the 

1 

year,  were  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 
Between  the  ages  of  1  and 

146 

(4) 

81 

(2) 

44 

(1) 

271 

(7) 

5  years 

363 

(34) 

235 

(5) 

94 

(10) 

692 

(49) 

Total  .  . 

509 

(38) 

316 

(7) 

138 

(11) 

963 

(56) 

Number  of  children  who 

attended  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  and  who, 
on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were  : — 

' 

• 

Under  1  year  of  age 

203 

(10) 

82 

(3) 

45 

330 

(13) 

1 — 2  years 

26 

(2) 

6 

15 

47 

(2) 

2—3  „ 

16 

(1) 

8 

11 

(2) 

35  I 

(3) 

3—4  „ 

14 

(1) 

9 

(1) 

9 

32 

(2) 

4—5  „ 

10 

(3) 

5 

(3) 

3 

18 

(6) 

Total  .  . 

269 

(17) 

110 

(7) 

83 

(2) 

462 

(26) 

Total  attendances  by 

children  : — - 

Under  1  year 

1988 

(54) 

1299 

(34) 

477 

(1) 

3764 

(89) 

1—5  years 

1451  (196) 

1454  (115) 

259 

(17) 

3164  (328) 

Total  .  . 

3439  (250) 

2753  (149) 

736 

(18) 

6928  (417) 

i 
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Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


The  conditions  treated  were  as  follows  : — 

Cases. 

Minor  eye  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 


Minor  ear  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Impetigo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Scabies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Other  skin  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Septic  sores  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Minor  injuries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15  (1) 


Attendances. 

69 

7 

22 

20 

26 

3 

3 

30  (2) 


Total .  80  (1)  180  (2) 


Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  treated  at  the 


Ophthalmic  Clinic  during  the  year 

Number  of  new  cases  referred  for  examination  .  .  23 

Number  for  whom  glasses  prescribed  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Number  for  whom  glasses  were  obtained  .  .  .  .  9 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  .  .  .  8 

Advised  observation  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  of  old  cases  re-examined  .  .  .  .  14 

Verification  of  glasses  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Total  attendances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 


Dental  Clinics. 

Dental  treatment  is  provided  for  expectant  mothers,  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  who  are  in  regular  attendance 
at  the  various  clinics,  and  who  are  specially  referred  to  the  Dental 
Surgeon  by  the  doctor  conducting  the  clinic. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinics 
for  the  year  : — 
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Number  of  sessions  devoted  to  inspection  and 
treatment 

,,  „  expectant  mothers  treated 

,,  „  nursing 

,,  ,,  pre-school  children  ,, 

,,  ,,  extractions  : — 

Temporary  teeth  .  .  93  (6) 

Permanent  teeth  .  .  696  (17) 


,,  ,,  fillings 

,,  ,,  other  operations 

,,  ,,  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

>>  >>  local  ,,  ,,  ,, 

,,  „  patients  supplies  with  dentures 

Dentures  supplied — complete  plates 

partial 


Total  attendances  : — 

Mothers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  389  (5) 

Children  .  .  .  .  .  .  171  (10) 


49 

50(1) 

50  (2) 
118  (6) 


789  (23) 
127  (5) 
176  (1) 
117  (4) 
40 
20 
31 
6 


560  (15) 


Child  Life  Protection. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Register  of 
Foster-children  : — 

Number  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  beginning 


of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  .  104 

removed  from  the  Register  : — 

On  reaching  the  age  of  nine  years  .  .  4 

„  leaving  the  district  .  .  .  .  59 

„  returning  to  parents  .  .  . .  55 

,,  death  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 


119 

,,  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  end  of 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

„  of  approved  foster-mothers  in  the  district  .  .  26 

Visits  to  foster-children  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  712 

No  serious  breach  of  the  regulations  relating  to  foster  children 
was  discovered  during  the  year,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
legal  action  for  the  removal  of  any  child  from  unsuitable  premises 
or  from  the  care  of  unsatisfactory  foster  parents. 
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Domiciliary  Visits. 


The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the 
year  are  set  out  in  the  following  summary  : — 

Expectant  mothers  : — 

Primary  Visits  .  .  .  .  244  (9) 

Subsequent  Visits  .  .  .  .  344  (4) 

-  588  (13) 


Infants  under  12  months  : — 

Primary  Visits  .  .  .  .  609  (4) 

Subsequent  Visits  .  .  .  .  1,543  (17) 


Children  aged  1 — 5  years  : — 

Total  visits 
Foster-children  : — 

Total  visits 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  : — - 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Mumps 
Chicken  Pox 


in  infants  under 
5  years  of  age 


20 

1 

7 

15 

215 

1 

4 


Visits  to  : — 

Still  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Infant  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Other  visits 


2,152  (21) 

3,515  (79) 

712 

2 

3 


268 


28 

582  (1) 


Grand  Total 


7,845  (114) 


War-time  Nursery. 

In  May,  1941,  the  appropriate  Government  Departments 
urged  the  importance  of  making  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
day-time  care  of  children  under  school  age.  For  this  purpose, 
they  advised  the  establishment  of  War-time  Nurseries  for  children 
whose  mothers  are  in  employment  and  for  whom  satisfactory 
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alternative  arrangements  could  not  be  made.  The  main  types 
of  War-time  Nurseries  were  described,  with  full  particulars  of  the 
accommodation  and  staff  to  be  provided  for  each  type. 

The  number  of  children  eligible  for  admission  to  a  War-time 
Nursery  and  the  type  of  nursery  best  suited  to  the  particular  needs 
of  the  area  could  only  be  ascertained  accurately  by  visiting  and 
recording  details  of  all  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  As  a 
survey  on  this  scale  was  not  practicable,  it  was  decided  to  confine 
attention  to  selected  cases  and  to  concentrate  on  the  home  visiting 
of  infants  in  districts  where  the  need  for  nursery  facilities  had  been 
demonstrated  by  surveys  undertaken  in  the  past  for  a  similar 
purpose. 

The  findings  of  this  enquiry  were  summarised  in  a  report 
presented  to  the  War-time  Nurseries  Committee  in  August,  1941, 
and  indicated  the  need  for  some  kind  of  nursery  provision  in  the 
Redhill  area.  Proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a  nursery  class, 
and  later  for  a  part-time  Nursery,  in  the  Hooley  area,  were  carefully 
considered,  and  were  ultimately  abandoned  in  favour  of  a  whole¬ 
time  Nursery  at  Cromwell  Road.  A  building  to  accommodate 
40  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  was  erected  at  the  rear  of 
Cromwell  Road  School  and  was  ready  for  occupation  in  November, 
1942.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Nursery  was  filled  to  capacity 
and  operating  with  the  utmost  efficiency. 


✓ 
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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1942. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  REIGATE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Radies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  report  does  not  include  any  account  of  duties  carried  out 
in  connection  with  Civil  Defence,  e.g.,  decontamination  of  clothing 
and  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  contaminated  foodstuffs.  It 
has  also  been  curtailed  owing  to  the  need  for  economy  in  paper. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  the  willing  co-operation 
of  my  colleagues  and  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Bingham,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  for  his  help  and  advice  in  a  year  which  presented  many 
problems  and  difficulties. 

I  am,  Radies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  JANES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

During  the  year,  163  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  in  connection 
with  infectious  disease.  Seventy-three  library  books  were  disin¬ 
fected  by  formalin  vapour  and  returned  to  the  libraries  from  which 
they  had  been  borrowed. 

The  Table  on  page  42  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Disinfecting  Officer  in  connection  with  disinfection  and  dis¬ 
infestation.  The  increase  of  work  noted  in  1941  was  maintained 
during  1942. 

During  the  year,  1 7  houses  were  disinfested  owing  to  the  presence 
of  bugs,  and  of  these  6  houses  were  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Two 
houses  infested  by  fleas  and  6  by  cockroaches  were  also  dealt  with. 
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detail  of  work  carried  out  at  corporation  steam  disinfecting  station 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


(a)  Meat. 

Inspection  of  meat  at  the  four  Government  controlled  slaughter¬ 
houses  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  with  maximum  efficiency 
considering  the  conditions  under  which  this  work  has  to  be  per¬ 
formed.  The  results  of  inspection  are  given  in  Tables  I  and  II. 


table  i. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

j  Bulls 
| (included,  in 
I  Cattle  Col.) 

Number  killed 

924 

1062 

3012 

7111 

1412 

92 

Number  inspected 

924 

1062 

3012 

7111 

1412 

92 

Alp  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

4 

11 

31 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

154 

210 

7 

111 

53 

9 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

16.67% 

20.15% 

0.23% 

1.72% 

5.95% 

9.78% 

Tuberculosis  only— 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

11 

-O 

Do 

2 

_ 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

82 

392 

14 

_ 

41 

26 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

10.06% 

41.90% 

0.53% 

3.26% 

28.26% 
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TABLE  II. 

Meat  Inspection — Reasons  for  Condemnation 
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The  total  weight  of  carcases  and  offals  condemned  was  32  tons 
2  cwts.  40  lbs. 


(b)  Other  Foods. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  found 
consumption  and  disposed  of  accordingly. 
Fish 
Meat 
Eggs 

Rice,  Peas  and  Beans 
Cereals 
Tinned  milk 
Tinned  meat 

(weighing  1  ton  4  cwts.  45  lbs.) 
Other  tinned  foods 
Jelly  Crystals 

M  >  }  •  • 

Miscellaneous 


to  be  unfit  for  human 

7  cwts.  106  lbs. 

5  ,,  46  ,, 

381 

16  cwts.  46  lbs. 

1  ton  2  cwts.  39  lbs. 
1,150  tins 

610  „ 

2,129  „ 

1,266  pint  packets 
581  lbs. 

2  cwts.  25  lbs. 


Most  of  the  condemned"  food  was  utilised  for  the  feeding  of 
animals  ;  no  edible  food  was  wasted.  In  this  connection  there 
was  the  closest  co-operation  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  the 
Divisional  Food  Salvage  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  local 
members  of  the  food  distributive  trades. 


The  Register  of  food  premises  now  includes  the  following  : — 


Grocers,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  81 

Butchers,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  .  .  .  .  34 

Fishmongers  and  Fish-fryers  .  .  .  .  20 

Confectioners  (including  23  bakehouses)  .  .  .  .  91 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  (includes  18  ice  cream 

premises)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 


Two  hundred  "and  ninety-eight  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Renewals  of  annual  licences  were  granted  to  21  slaughter-men. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


The  entries  in  the  registers  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  Order  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Cowkeepers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  in  the 

Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  9 

Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  outside  the  Borough  . .  8 
Retail  Purveyors — bottled  milk  only  sold  in  general  shops  7 
Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  •  •  . .  19 

Dairies  (including  7  milkshops)  .  .  .  .  17 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

A  detailed  report  on  107  samples  of  milk  taken  in  1942  is 
given  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

During  1942,  four  cows  from  herds  in  the  Borough  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts — Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  vehicles  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Redhill  Market  each  Monday  during  the  year  when  326  vehicles 
were  dealt  with. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Sampling. 

(E.  Hinks,  Esq.,  M.B.E.,  B.Se.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst). 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  1942  are  given  in  the  following  Table 
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Samples  taken 

| 

! 

Foodstuffs. 

First  Second 

1  1 
quarter  quarter 

1 

T  hird 
quarter 

Fourth^ 

quarter 

Total 

Genuine 

A  duller - 

aied 

Milk  . 

1 

7 

8 

6 

25 

46 

41 

5 

Skimmed  Milk  Powder 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Butter . | 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Pies  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Chopped  Steak 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

—  1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Mustard  . 

— 

— 

— 

9  ! 

2 

— 

2 

Vinegar  . 

— 

— 

— 

i  ! 

1 

1 

— 

Beer  . 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Coffee . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

J  elly  Crystals 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

Rice  .  .  . 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Oatmeal  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Self-Raising  Flour 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Spaghetti  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Cocoa  . 

— 

T- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sausage  . 

— 

— 

— 

12 

12 

12 

— 

Meat  Extract 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

] 

— 

Meat  Soup . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Gravy  Browning  Salt 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger  Wine  Essence  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil.  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

— 

Zinc  Ointment 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and 
Honey  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

23 

1  21 

1 

13 

57 

114 

103 

11 

Four  samples  of  milk  were  reported  on  as  containing  added 
water  varying  from  2  per  cent,  to  23  per  cent.,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  consideration  was  being  given  to  the  question  of  legal 
proceedings  being  taken  against  the  producer. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 
22  per  cent.  Investigation  at  the  farm  showed  that  it  was  quite 
evident  that  there  had  been  no  attempt  to  tamper  with  the  milk, 
but  that  the  deficiency  was  caused  by  insufficient  mixing  of  the 
milk  immediately  after  production.  The  vendor  was  cautioned 
and  advised  as  to  the  steps  which  should  be  taken  to  prevent  such 
a  deficiency  in  the  future. 
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Two  samples  of  mustard,  taken  informally,  were  reported  on 
unfavourably  as  they  proved  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  white 
mustard,  which  lacks  the  characteristic  volatile  oil  of  mustard. 
The  vendors  undertook  to  sell  this  commodity  as  “  white  mustard  ” 
in  future  sales  by  retail. 

A  sample  of  baking  powder,  also  taken  informally,  contained 
compounds  of  flourine  to  the  extent  of  375  parts  per  million. 
Correspondence  with  the  vendor  and  manufacturer  resulted  in  the 
consignment  in  question  being  taken  off  the  market. 

A  sample  of  glycerine,  lemon  and  honey  was  adversely  reported 
on  as  containing  no  lemon  juice,  or  at  any  rate,  less  than  \  per 
cent.  As  it  was  doubtful  if  formal  action  would  have  served  a 
useful  purpose,  the  vendor’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  This  resulted  in  stoppage  of 
the  sale  of  this  commodity. 

Two  samples  of  jelly  crystals,  taken  informally,  contained 
respectively,  arsenic  to  the  extent  of  l/40th  grain  per  pound  and 
zinc  950  parts  per  million.  These  proportions  were  considered 
by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  excessive.  On  receipt  of  the  Analyst’s 
reports,  the  vendors  stocks  of  jelly  crystals  in  both  cases  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  matter  was  also 
taken  up  in  each  case  by  the  local  authority  of  the  district  in  which 
the  jelly  crystals  were  manufactured,  and  appropriate  action  taken 
to  prevent  the  use  of  inedible  gelatine  in  the  preparation  of  a 
popular  article  of  food  which,  owing  to  war  conditions,  was  at  that 
time  in  very  short  supply  and  has,  in  fact,  since  ceased  to  be 
manufactured. 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  Table  appended  shows  in  detail  the  various  trades  that 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  96  inspections 
were  made. 

Five  lists  of  outworkers  were  received,  affecting  ten  out¬ 
workers. 
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Business. 


Advertisement  Artists... 
Agricultural  Implement  Works. . 
Art  Leather  Worker 
Automobile  Engineers.  .  . 

Bakers 
Book  Binder 

Boot  Makers  and  Repan  ers 
Brick  Makers,  etc. 

Builders  and  Contractors 
Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers 
Carton  Manufacturers 
Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 
Cycle  Makers  and  Repairers 
Dairyman 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Dry  Cleaners 
Electrical  Engineers 
Engineers 
Food  Manufacturer 
Fuller’s  Earth  Works  . 

French  Polishers 
Gas  Works 

J  am  and  Essence  Makers 

Laundries 

Log  Sawing 

Marquee  Manufacturers 
Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 
Monumental  Masons 
Oil  Refining 

Photographers  and  Picture  Frame 
Makers 

Pianoforte  Repairers  .  . 

Plumbers 

Polish  Powder  Manufacturers 
Portable  Building  do. 

Printers 

Road  and  Sewer  Contractors 
Saddlers 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  .  . 

Shoeing  and  General  Smiths 

Shop  Fitters 

Sign  Writer 

Tailors 

Tanner 

Tennis  Racquet  Manufacturer  . . 
Timber  Merchants 
Tile  Making 

Undertakers 

Vulcanising  and  Cycle  Repair  .  . 

Watchmakers 

Wax  Refining  Works  .  . 

Totals  . . 


Mechanical 

Power. 

No 

M  echanical 
Power. 

1 

1 

A 

— 

1 

1 

16 

8 

20 

4 

— 

6 

6 

1 

— 

4 

18 

4 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

11 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

' 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

5 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

l 

— 

— . 

3 

— 

1 

1 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

98 

119 
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Complaints. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  complaints  received  during 
the  year.  As  a  result  of  the  investigations  and  inspections  which 
were  made  when  dealing  with  them,  151  houses  were  inspected 
and  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  calling  for  repairs  of  the 
more  serious  defects. 


Insanitary  condition  of  premises 

•  • 

.  .  54 

House  drainage 

•  • 

.  .  14 

Defective  dustbins  .  . 

•  .  .  . 

6 

Non-removal  of  house  refuse 

•  •  •  • 

.  .  16 

Non-removal  of  trade  refuse 

•  .  .  . 

2 

Overcrowding 

.  . 

1 

Rats  or  mice 

•  • 

..  125 

Smells  emanating  from  sewers  and  street  gullies 

3 

Cesspool  emptying  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

4 

Vermin 

•  « 

.  .  14 

Miscellaneous 

. . 

.  .  48 

Total  .  . 

.  .  287 

Notices  Issued  and  Action  taken. 

The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  notices  dealt  with  during 
the  year : — 


Preliminary.  Statutory. 


Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1942  .  . 

117 

Nil 

Issued  during  year 

131 

Nil 

Complied  with  during  year 

110 

Nil 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1942 

138 

Nil 

Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  consequence  of  the  service  of  notices  calling  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  or  the  remedying  of  defects  found  during 
housing  inspections.  The  list  also  includes  drainage  works  super¬ 
vised  following  notice  by  builders  of  intention  to  reconstruct  or 
repair  existing  drains. 
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Drains  examined  and  tested  (primary  inspections  only)  .  .  4 

Drains  relaid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..11 

New  lengths  drain  laid  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Blocked  drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Interceptors  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

New  soil  and  vent  pipes  fixed  .  .  .  .  3 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Drain  ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

New  W.C.'s  installed  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

W.C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ditto  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Hand-flushed  W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  .  . 
Cesspools  provided  or  enlarged  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

,,  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

„  abolished 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  public  sewer 
Cesspools  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

New  lavatory  basins  installed  .  .  .  .  ..11 

Eavatory  basins  renewed 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  3 

Sink  gully  dishings  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Urinals  reconstructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Urinals  cleansed 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Leaky  roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Eaves  gutters  and  stack  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  3 

Back  yards  paved  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  4 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Pointing,  or  otherwise  weatherproofing  of  brickwork 

(houses)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ventilation  and  light  of  rooms  improved  .  .  .  .  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  W.C.  chambers  improved  .  .  4 

Public  Water  Supply  laid  on  to  houses  .  .  .  .  — 

,,  ,,  ,,  re-instated  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  3 

,3  ,,  ,,  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 
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Sub-floor  ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

External  paintwork  of  houses  renewed  .  .  .  .  1 

Internal  paintwork  of  rooms  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Rooms  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51 

Ceilings  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

W.C.  chambers  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Cellars  cleansed 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Plastering  of  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  .  .  20 

Window  frames  or  sashcords  repaired  .  .  .  .  12 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

% 

Coppers  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Washing  accommodation  provided 

Food-stores  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Overcrowding  suppressed  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

l 

Manure  receptacles  renewed  or  repaired 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Animals  or  poultry  improperly  kept 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

During  1942,  125  complaints  from  85  dwelling  houses  and  40 
business  premises  were  investigated  by  the  Assistant  Rat  Officer  ; 
in  19  cases  the  premises  complained  of  were  found  not  to  be  infested. 
One  hundred  and  one  premises  were  cleared  of  rats  or  mice,  79  by 
the  Assistant  Rat  Officer  on  behalf  of  the  occupiers  and  22  by  the 
occupiers  themselves.  Advice  and  assistance  was  also  given  in 
the  case  of  three  premises  occupied  by  the  military  authorities. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  issue  a  Statutory  Notice  during  the 

year. 

Work  of  rat  destruction  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  Cor¬ 
poration  properties,  particularly  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works 
and  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Assistance  Committee, 
fortnightly  visits  of  inspection  were  made  at  the  St.  Anne’s 
Institution. 
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There  was  valuable  eo-operation  between  local  farmers  and 
this  department  whereby  the  Assistant  Rat  Officer  was  notified 
of  the  times  when  threshing  operations  were  carried  out  in  the 
Borough  and  was  able  to  supervise  the  work  of  rat  destruction. 
The  value  of  this  co-operation  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  at 
one  farm  where  two  stacks  were  being  threshed,  125  rats  and 
2,700  mice  were  destroyed.  If  the  work  of  destruction  had  not 
been  efficiently  supervised  on  that  occasion,  there  is  no  question 
that  many  of  the  rats  and  the  great  majority  of  the  mice  would 
have  escaped. 

The  amount  received  from  occupiers  in  payment  for  the 
officer's  services  has  been  equivalent  approximately  to  sixty  per 
cent,  of  his  salary. 

Public  Mortuaries. 

During  the  year  bodies  have  been  deposited  at  the  Mortuaries 
for  the  following  purposes  : — 


Post-mortem 
examination  Inquest 
and  Inquest. 


Post-mortem, 

examination .  C onvenience. 


Reigate 

Merstham  .  .  1 
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2 


2 


